Beginners guide to ice water hash separation
and collection: Manual agitation and 3 tier sieve
collection
Contents
1.

Add one layer of Ice cubes to the base of the agitation vessel. ..................................................... 2

2.

Then add material to the agitation vessel ...................................................................................... 3

3.

Then add more ice to the agitation vessel. ..................................................................................... 4

4.

Add cold water to the agitation vessel containing the ice and material layers .............................. 5

5.

Fill the agitation vessel.................................................................................................................... 6

6.

Agitate the material ........................................................................................................................ 7

7.

Pour content of Bucket through the 250 Micron FMF Sieve .......................................................... 8

8.

Pull out 250 Micron FMF Sieve ....................................................................................................... 9

9.

Keep it Cold! .................................................................................................................................. 10

10.

Pour the 250 Micron Sieved water through the 160 and 25 Micron collection sieves ............ 11

11.

Let drain .................................................................................................................................... 12

12.

Collect Resin into the centre of the Sieve ................................................................................. 13

13.

Remove Resin from the Sieve ................................................................................................... 14

14.

Place the Resin on wixing surface to remove moisture ............................................................ 15

Page | 1

1. Add one layer of Ice cubes to the base of the agitation vessel.

•

Add between 4cm to 6cm of ice to the base of a 25L Bucket (Agitation Vessel 1).
o When using a 25L bucket this tends to be between 1-2Kg of coarse ice cubes (46cm Length x 3-4cm Width).
o This first layer acts as a cold cap to insulate the base of the material while the
material rehydrates.
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2. Add material to the agitation vessel

•

Add between 150g -250g (dry) or 300g – 500g (wet) material to agitation vessel 1 to form
a 2nd layer in the bucket.
o When using dry material
▪ Ideally, leave all sugar leaves on the buds and let the flowers dry for
between 7-10 day or until between 50-60% moisture content.
▪ Trim each bud off the stem of each branch – Exposing as much of the
trichome heads as possible.
▪ The buds should be between the size of a 1 and 2 Rand coin.
▪ If the buds are very dense, they may need to be broken down to expose
the triochomes
▪ Work up the stem of the flower, cutting the individual pieces from the
stork at their stem
o When using wet material
▪ Place the material into a brown paper bag and shape the material into a
loaf before freezing it.
▪ Once the loaf of material is frozen, remove the paper bag to reveal the
loaf.
▪ Slice the loaf into 1-2cm slices with a bread knife – work quickly to get the
best slices possible and crumble the slices to the bucket.
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3. Add more ice to the agitation vessel.

•
•
•

Add another 4cm to 6cm of ice to agitation vessel 1 on top the material.
The three layers should be about half the volume of the vessel.
Break up any large pieces of ice.
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4. Add cold water to the agitation vessel containing the ice and
material layers

•
•
•
•

Add ice cold water from a pre-chilled reservoir.
This is done to conserve the amount of ice used while processing.
Do not pour the liquid too quicky, as this may break up the layers we put together in the
first three steps.
Fill agitation vessel 1 about ¾ of its volume with ice cold water.
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5. Fill the agitation vessel

•
•
•

Let chill and rehydrate for between 15-60minutes or until supple.
o After 15 minutes, pull out some of the material and break it up. If the centre is still
dry, the material will need more time to soak and hydrate completely.
Aim for temperatures between 0-4° Celcius for the entire processing cycle.
This helps retain the shape of the resin glands which will help us separate them later on.

Page | 6

6. Agitate the material

•
•
•
•
•
•

Agitate the contents of agitation vessel 1 for between 5-15 minutes.
This can be considered the first wash of the washing cycle – typically a wash cycle would
consist of between 2 - 10 washes.
Move the material back and forth in the bucket, gently. Alternating between a figure 8
pattern and a stiring pattern, constantly.
The process can be automated with the help of a portable washing machine.
Once agitated, remove any material on the surface of the agiation vessel and place it in
the freezer for the next wash.
This is done to remove any material that could inhibit the filtration of the liqiud through
the mesh.
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7. Pour content of Bucket through the 250 Micron FMF Sieve

•
•
•

Mount the 250 Micron FMF Hash Bag over the rim of another bucket (Receiving vessel 1)
so that the sieve is on the inside of the bucket and the rim of the bag is folded out and
over the rim of the bucket.
Pour the contents of agitation vessel 1 through the 250 Micron FMF bag.
Once 90% of the liquid has been sieved through the 250 Micron bag, mix the liqiuid to
suspend any heavy trichome heads in solution before pouring the final 10% through the
sieve.
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8. Pull out 250 Micron FMF Sieve

•
•
•
•

Once all of the liquid has been poured from agitation vessel 1, through the 250 Micron
bag, into recieivng vessel 1, pull up and dunk the bag in the sieved liquid to loosen and
remove any trichomes that may have collected on the bag or on the material.
Then remove the 250 Micron Bag from the receiving bucket, letting any excess water
drain out of the material caught in 250 Micron sieve.
Spray the outside of the bag while holding it over the recieivng bucket to wash any
trichomes off the side of the bag into the receiving bucket.
Add any material collected in the sieve back into the freezer with the rest of the material
for the next wash.
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9. Keep it Cold!

•
•
•

Keep the procedure as cold as possible.
We are aiming for between 0 and 4° Celsius constantly.
Before pouring the 250 Micron sieved water through the next sieves, mix the contents of
the bucket to suspend any heavy resin glands that may have sunk to the bottom of the
bucket.
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10.
Pour the 250 Micron Sieved water, through the 160 and
25 Micron collection sieves

•
•
•
•

Into another receiving bucket (receiving Bucket 2) place the 25 Micron bag. Push the sieve
to the base of the bucket and fold the rim of the bag over Receiving Bucket 2.
Then add the 160 Micron bag on top of the 25 Micron sieve.
Pull the folded edge of the bag down to raise the level of the 160 Micron sieve in the
bucket and secure in place.
Pour the contents of the 250 Micron sieved liquid through the 160 Micron and 25 Micron
FMF collection sieves.
o The number of sieves required is dependent of the quality desired for the final
product.
o Fewer bags with large gaps between Micron sieves will lead to less refined
products.
o Using more sieves in decending order will encourage a higher refinement of the
final products produced and along with proper procedure will lead to higher
quality products.
o This is not a rule by any means, but just something that’s been noticed in general.

,
•

We recommend using three sieves minimum. Consisting of a 250, 160 and a 25 or 38
micron sieve for the final refined collection.
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11.

•
•

•
•
•
•

Let it drain

Let the liquid drain through the 160 and 25 micron sieves respectively.
The resin supsended in the liquid poured from receiving vessel 1 into receiving vessel 2
will collect in the sieves as the water drains through them.
o This can often be slow if the sieve is full of resin or if the sieve is clogged from a
previous wash.
o If this happens, pull the bag out of the receiving bucket and slowly rock the bag
from side to side to loosen the resin which should help the sieve drain faster.
o Alternatively, hold the bag above the bucket by the handles and drop the bag in
small increments to loosen the resin and help the liquid drain faster.
Once drained, any resin larger than the Micron Opening Size (MOS) of the sieves will be
caught on the inside of the sieves based on their respective sizes.
For example:
The 160 Micron Sieve will contain all the material suspended in the liquid that is between
160< & >250
Whereas the 25 Micron Sieve will contain all the suspended material ranging in size from
25 microns to 160 microns.
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12.

•
•
•

Collect Resin into the centre of the Sieve

Pour cold water around the rim of the sieve to loosen and move all the resin collected in
the sieve to the lowest point on the mesh for easy removal.
Once collected in the middle of the sieve, remove the 160 Micron bag from the receiving
vessel 2 and place the bag over the rim of another bucket. This could be the agitation
vessel from steps 1-4.
Pull the sieve tight by pulling the sides of the bag over the rim of the bucket.
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13.

•
•
•
•

Remove Resin from the Sieve

Remove the resin from the sieve with a cold spoon.
Avoid smudging the resin into the screen by scooping from underneath as much as
possible.
Once the resin is removed from the sieve, repeat steps 11 and 12 with the remaining bags
in the filtration sequence.
Keep removing the resin from the collection sieves as you go.

Page | 14

14.
Place the Resin on a wicking surface (dry screen) to
remove moisture

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Place the fine, wet, sandlike resin onto a wicking surface for a few minutes to wick out
some of the moisture.
Shape the Resin into a block and freeze it for furthur processing.
Keep the blocks separate to avoid mixing qualities of the material.
Once all of the resin has been removed from the sieves, give the bags a rinse in cold
water.
Then add the frozen material back into the agitation vessel.
Add the 25 micron sieved liquid into the agitation vessel as well.
Let chill and soak for 5-10 minutes – make sure to maintain temperatures between 0-4°
Celcius
Then repeat steps 6 – 13 until the quality and yields of the resin have depleted.
The higher quality resin will tend to fall off the plant first, whereas the less ripe heads
require more agiation to remove them.
Increased agitation can increase the likelihood of contamination, but this can be limited
through proper agitation and sieving techniques.
At this point the resin needs to be dried as quickly as possible and stored in a dry, sealed
container.
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